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Denver Public Schools Foundations of Early Literacy:  

Year 1 Scope and Sequence 

 

2016 – 2017 School Year Overview 

Denver Public Schools' Foundations of Early Literacy initiative is a three-year collaborative 
professional learning partnership between DPS and SchoolKit in partnership with Parcc, Inc. to 
provide DPS teachers and leaders with an aligned vision and high-impact tools and resources 
for early literacy instruction for grades PreK-3.  Training for teachers commences with a 4-day 
professional learning institute held from July 18-July 21, 2016 in Denver for 2,500 teachers and 
leaders.  Professional learning will be grade level specific (i.e. all KG teachers will learn with 
other KG teachers) to ensure close alignment to grade level standards and practices.  A parallel 
set of these trainings will be offered to ELA-S teachers which offer a portion of the trainings in 
Spanish.   
 
Foundations is intended to be curriculum agnostic; it is designed to build teachers' core 
knowledge of early literacy teaching and learning best practices rather than their ability to 
implement any one specific curriculum program.  To establish a common language and 
approach, all DPS teachers will ground their learning in the Common Core Instructional Shifts 
and Standards, the six components of early literacy, and key district constructs such as the DPS 
Literacy Block and the Teaching and Learning Cycle.  All teachers will learn to identify and 
analyze texts worthy of reading using grade level-specific approaches; anchor texts from these 
sessions will be used in the trainings that follow.   
 
During the four days of summer learning, K-3 teachers will intentionally integrate oral language, 
vocabulary and comprehension components with Speaking and Listening, Reading 
Comprehension and Vocabulary, and Written Expression/Emergent Writing Standards.  Early 
Childhood teachers will intentionally integrate oral language, phonemic awareness, vocabulary, 
and comprehension with Teaching Strategies GOLD Standards. School leaders will attend 
trainings side by side with teachers and also attend leader-specific trainings that address 
school-wide aspects of literacy leadership. All K-3 teachers will also receive training on Early 
Literacy Assessments, including READ Act assessments and running records so that they will be 
prepared to leverage an early literacy body of evidence and utilize regular progress monitoring 
to inform their instruction during the school year.  All professional learning sessions, both 
during the summer and during the school year, will connect to district-specific data and will 
contain research and enduring understandings that are grade-level specific, as well as grade 
level-specific application and practice activities for teachers.  During school year sessions, 
teachers will have the opportunity both to review and analyze data and student work as they 
work to implement strategies and approaches from professional learning. 
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2016 – 2017 School Year Professional Learning Topics 

The chart below illustrates how the professional learning will build and continue from summer learning across the 2016-17 school 
year. Teachers will explore the topics listed below with the support of their Early Literacy Specialist during monthly two-hour 
modules. Key concepts within and across sessions include:  

 Cross grade level research and enduring understandings  

 Grade level specific application and practice using grade level standards and a focus on what is developmentally appropriate 

 Leveraging use of data, including student work, to plan for instruction 

 Connections made to foundational constructs and learning from the summer 

 September October November January February March/April May 

Grade Session 1 Session 2 Session 3 Session 4 Session 5 Session 6 Session 7 

ECE Print Concepts 
Literacy learning 
centers (focus on 
oral language) 

Analysis of BOY 
GOLD data 

Reading Fluency: 
Songs & Poems 

Emergent Writing  

Shared & modeled 
writing - beyond 
the morning 
message 

Infusing Targeted 
Literacy 
Instruction During 
Free Choice Time 

KG 
Sequencing 
Phonics*  

Early Literacy Body 
of Evidence & 
READ Plans 

Item sequencing & 
cognitive 
complexity 

Culminating Tasks 
and Modeled 
Writing 

Reading fluency 
(RL) - ELA-E;  
Biliteracy* - ELA-S 

Structure and 
Organization 
(reading focus) 

Structure and 
Organization 
(writing focus) 

1 
Sequencing 
Phonics*  

Early Literacy Body 
of Evidence & 
READ Plans 

Item sequencing & 
cognitive 
complexity 

Culminating Tasks 
and Modeled 
Writing 

Reading fluency 
(RL) - ELA-E;  
Biliteracy* - ELA-S 

Structure and 
Organization 
(reading focus) 

Structure and 
Organization 
(writing focus) 

2 
Sequencing 
Phonics* 

Early Literacy Body 
of Evidence & 
READ Plans 

Item sequencing & 
cognitive 
complexity 

Culminating Tasks 
and Modeled 
Writing 

Reading fluency 
(RL) - ELA-E;  
Biliteracy* - ELA-S 

Structure and 
Organization 
(reading focus) 

Structure and 
Organization 
(writing focus) 

3 
Sequencing 
Phonics*  

Early Literacy Body 
of Evidence & 
READ Plans 

Item sequencing & 
cognitive 
complexity 

Culminating Tasks 
and Modeled 
Writing 

Reading fluency 
(RL) - ELA-E;  
Biliteracy* - ELA-S 

Structure and 
Organization 
(reading focus) 

Structure and 
Organization 
(writing focus) 

*Content will be differentiated for ELA-S teachers.
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School year sessions continue our focus on literary text as driven by 2015 PARCC data and will 
also allow teachers to make connections between READ Act-approved data and their 
professional learning topics. 

 Sessions highlighted in yellow will focus on foundational literacy instruction (phonics 
and fluency) to ensure these basic aspects of instruction are being addressed in all 
schools and classrooms. 

 During the October session on data analysis of the Early Literacy Body of Evidence 
teachers will look intentionally at multiple early literacy data sources for all students, 
learn about new supports for READ Plans creation and implementation for students 
reading significantly below grade level, and train on a writing in response to reading 
rubric that they can utilize to support this piece of the body of evidence at the middle 
and end of year.   

 The sessions highlighted in blue are sequential and delve into reading comprehension. 
They focus on cognitive complexity and allow teachers to deepen learning from the 
summer.  In the summer, teachers learned how to write text-dependent questions using 
the language of the standards, and during the school year, they will learn to 
intentionally sequence these questions and align them to rigorous culminating writing 
tasks.   

 The sessions highlighted in purple are also sequential and dig deeper into writing work. 
They focus on the structure and organization of texts. During the summer, our writing 
focus was on supporting students to generate ideas (the first and most critical step in 
teaching writing), and as we move in to the school year we will focus on helping 
students add structure and organization to those ideas.   

ECE Differentiation 

 The scope & sequence for ECE teachers is designed to meet the professional learning 
needs of teachers of our youngest learners. All sessions will be differentiated for ELA-E 
and ELA-S teachers through practice and application. 

 We will leverage technology in order to support schools whose Early Literacy Specialists 
do not have experience with early childhood education.  

ELA-S Differentiation (K-3) 

 Sessions that are not starred will build common content/enduring understandings for all 
teachers. They will be differentiated for ELA-E and ELA-S teachers through practice and 
application opportunities. 

 Due to the unique structure of the Spanish language and the importance of supporting 
biliteracy in ELA-S classrooms, starred (*) sessions will be differentiated by content, 
practice, and application. We will leverage technology in order to support schools 
whose Early Literacy Specialists do not have experience with Spanish literacy.  

 


